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Summer has gone, the leaves are changing colour and we are already talking about 

Halloween and Christmas. 

 

We had our first dinner meeting for this term on October 4th with 48 members in attend-

ance. Donna Douglas spoke about “The Power of No”. 

 

Our next meeting will be held on November 1st, so please watch for the meeting notice 

in your October newsletter. 

 

The annual Christmas party is set for Friday, November 30th. The cost of tickets this year re-

mains the same at $60 per person. Sheri Turner from E-djusters will be selling tickets. Please 

contact Sheri direct if you are planning to attend. Please book your tables early as this 

event is always well attended. 

 

We are currently seeking a new Chapter Delegate. This position entails a monthly meeting 

in Toronto with the Provincial Board and report back to our local chapter with any updates. 

There is also a trade show in February and other events as planned. To take on this position, 

you need to be in the insurance industry as an adjuster.   

 

We are also planning another curling jitney at the Barrie Curling Club on Essa Road.  This 

event has been booked for February. Please watch your newsletter for more  information. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Georgian Bay Chapter. If you have any ideas 

for speakers or events you may want to see planned, please do not hesitate to contact 

one of our board members. 

 

See you all at the next meeting. 

 

Lynn Dawson 

President, OIAA Georgian Bay Chapter 

 

Message From the President 
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by Michelle R. Bradley, P. Eng. 

Origin and Cause 

 

Over the years, I have conducted more than 25 dryer fire examinations and have been sur-

prised to find that the most common cause of fire is the ignition of lint.  Few dryers have evi-

dence of electrical failures, much less manufacturing defects.  This is not at all what I would 

have expected at the beginning of my fire investigation career. 

 

I remember my first solo dryer examination.  One of our fire investigators had determined 

that the dryer was the cause of the fire, and there was hardly any damage to the rest of the 

laundry room, let alone the house. 

 

Here I stood, ready.  There it was, waiting to be torn apart and begging me to reveal all its 

fire-starting secrets.  I toiled, beads of sweat dripping from my forehead as I struggled with 

stripped screws and components that had melted together.  Then, as I neared the end of 

the examination, the panic started to set in.  I haven’t found the cause yet. 

 

I’m almost finished the examination.  What if it isn’t the thermostat or high-temperature limit 

safety switch? None of the conductors in the area of origin or the entire appliance has 

even the smallest evidence of arcing or overheating, nor is evidence of a loose connection 

to be found.  Oh, dear.  They’re ready to set me loose on the fire investigative and forensic 

engineering world, and I can’t figure out the cause of a little dryer fire?  Oh, the dread. 

 

What?!?  It’s the ignition of lint?  Sure, there’s a lot of lint within the housing, but can that 

cause a fire?  Let me explain how this works………..air flow in a dryer is necessary in order to 

dry the clothes.  Lint build-up causes reduced air flow.  Reduced air flow causes the dryer to 

run hotter and also causes the pyrolysis of lint.  (Pyrolysis, by definition in the 2008 NFPA 921, 

is the chemical decomposition of a compound into one or more other substances by heat 

alone; pyrolysis often precedes combustion.)  If the air cycles through a dryer in one big cir-

cle and that circle is blocked somewhere, the air can then be forced into the drum, but it 

will have nowhere to go in order to complete the circle if the air passage just past the lint 

screen is blocked with compacted lint from months or years of use. 

Trials and Tribulations of the Clothes Dryer Fire 
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Now I will tell you the moral of this story, so I won’t have to wonder if you got it or not:  always 

clean out your dryer’s lint filter after each load.  You’d be shocked at some of the dryers I’ve 

had the sadistic pleasure of examining over the years.  I swear that I have examined at least 

two dryers where – get this – they owners had never cleaned out the lint filter as long as 

they’d had the appliance.  Pack lint that tightly in a small space and you will prevent all the 

airflow.  Wow. 

 

For all you adjusters out there, part of the process of fire investigation is determination by a 

fire investigator that the cause, indeed, lies within the housing of the dryer (or appliance).  All 

other possible ignition sources in and around the area of origin first need to be eliminated as 

causes before the dryer is removed from its original location.  This important first step, which is 

sometimes skipped, helps in court and subrogation proceedings further down the road if 

there is a manufacturing defect present. 

 

Furthermore, the venting that leads from the dryer to outside the building is an important 

component for a fire investigator to examine and possibly retain.  If a fire investigator doesn’t 

have a chance to visit the scene, positively eliminate all other possible sources of ignition 

near the area of origin, determine that the fire originated within the dryer housing, and retain 

all exhibits that need to be examined, then it poses several problems later during subroga-

tion if a manufacturing defect is found. 

 

Here’s another point to ponder: to soften fabric or not to soften fabric?  What most people 

haven’t done with their dryer’s lint filter screen (if you have the type that can be removed) is, 

after cleaning off the lint, put that puppy under the faucet in the laundry tub and turn on the 

water.  Does the water actually go through the screen?  Mine didn’t.  It pooled on the sur-

face like there was an invisible force-field preventing the water molecules (which are very 

small) from slipping through those relatively huge (in comparison to water molecules) spaces 

in the screen.  Uh-oh.  Low and behold, upon closer examination, there’s a waxy residue 

from fabric softeners that clogs up those little holes and ultimately hinders the air flowing 

through the dryer.  Do the test.  If it fails, take a scrub brush and some detergent and clean 

that screen till the water runs through it.  There.  Now you have unimpeded air flow through 

the screen. 

 

One of my colleagues at Origin and Cause Inc. religiously vacuums out his dryer housing at 

least once a year.  Really?  He takes that appliance apart, vacuums out the lint and puts it 
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all back together.  Me?  Those appliances are easy to take apart, but sometimes putting 

back together requires a patient disposition, a second set of hands, at least one strong 

back and carpal-tunnel inducing screws everywhere.  My washing machine started leaking, 

as the technician and I were waiting for the test-wash after the repairs were done, I asked 

him how much more it would cost me to have him take my dryer apart while he was wait-

ing for the wash cycle to finish.  Come on, buddy, pleeeease?  I just want to see how much 

lint is in there, a quick vacuum job and Bob’s your uncle.  Well, I am glad to say that my dili-

gence in scraping that screen between each load paid off because there was hardly any 

lint to be found. 

 

Recapping the important parts: 

• Clean your lint screen after each load 

• Water-test your screen if it’s the style that can be easily removed from the dryer. 

• Consider a quick peak inside the housing to see how badly (if at all) the lint has built 

up. 

• If you’re an adjuster, have a fire investigator or forensic engineer do a scene exami-

nation to eliminate all other possible ignition sources before having the dryer re-

moved and shipped somewhere for storage pending an examination.  It will just 

make it easier down the road if there is a manufacturing defect that may allow for 

subrogation. 

 

Hopefully I will never have to examine your 

dryer. 

 

Submitted by Michele MacTavish,  

The Co-operators Insurance. 
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Thursday November 1st, 2012 

 

When: Social Hour: 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm · Speaker: 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm · Dinner: 6:00 pm 

Where: Lion’s Gate Banquet Centre, 386 Blake Street, Barrie 

Cost: Member $35.40 plus HST = $40.00  

Guest or Nonmember $39.82 plus HST = $45.00 

 

Topic—Historic Fire Loss 

Rena Trajkovski, Branch Manager, West GTA Branch 

Stephen Coombs, Corporate Sales & Marketing Coordinator 

Mike Kelly, Manager of Business Development 

 

This presentation will outline the industry best practices that were utilized to remediate the fire 

damage and restore Royal St. George’s College Chapel. Technical and logistical challenges 

will be discussed, as well as the critical communication paths between all key stakeholders.  

 

• Services provided by a restoration co. & their function within the claims process 

• Critical relationships – policyholder/broker/carrier/adjuster/vendor 

• Emergency vs. Restoration – mitigating costs 

• Industry standards and practices 

• Communication/managing expectations/client care (policyholder-broker-insurer) 

• Steps in emergency response 

• Case study: Royal St. Georges’ College Chapel - Commercial fire-loss 

• Interactive demonstration - thermal imaging camera 

 

Please reply to Dorothy Pauze, The Co-operators Insurance 

Phone: (705) 739-7700 ext 269 · Fax: (705) 728-8729 ·  email: Dorothy_Pauze@cooperators.ca  

Replies must be received no later than one week prior to the meeting. 

Last day to reply is Thursday October 25th, 2012 

 

 

No cancellation will be accepted during the last week prior to the meeting,  

those who sign up and do not attend will be billed.   

November Monthly Meeting 
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           OIAA Georgian Bay Chapter 
 

Christmas 
Dinner & Dance 
 
Friday, November 30th, 2012 
 

Cocktails & Hors d’ourves 6:30-7:30pm 
Dinner 7:30pm 
Dance 9:00pm 
 

Cost: $60 per person 
 
Fendley Banquet Hall 
565 Bryne Drive, Barrie 
 

Please R.S.V.P. by November 23 to  
Sheri Turner at 
sturner@e-djuster.com or  
 705-734-8546 
 

**Visa, Master Card and Debit accepted at the bar** 
 

Donations of non-perishable food or an un-wrapped toy for the Barrie Food 
Bank would be greatly appreciated. 
 
If you are bringing gifts to contribute to the festivities, please advise  Sheri.   
Thank you. 



 

Georgian Bay Chapter 

October 2012                                             Issue # 1    Page  11             

 

BARRIEBARRIEBARRIEBARRIE    

Phone: (705) 733Phone: (705) 733Phone: (705) 733Phone: (705) 733----0826          Fax:  (705) 7330826          Fax:  (705) 7330826          Fax:  (705) 7330826          Fax:  (705) 733----0934093409340934    

    

COLLINGWOODCOLLINGWOODCOLLINGWOODCOLLINGWOOD    

150 St. Paul Street, Suite 201150 St. Paul Street, Suite 201150 St. Paul Street, Suite 201150 St. Paul Street, Suite 201    

Collingwood , Ontario L9Y 3P2Collingwood , Ontario L9Y 3P2Collingwood , Ontario L9Y 3P2Collingwood , Ontario L9Y 3P2    

Phone: (705) 444Phone: (705) 444Phone: (705) 444Phone: (705) 444----9177           Fax: (705) 4449177           Fax: (705) 4449177           Fax: (705) 4449177           Fax: (705) 444----7233723372337233    
    

Servicing: Simcoe County & Surrounding AreasServicing: Simcoe County & Surrounding AreasServicing: Simcoe County & Surrounding AreasServicing: Simcoe County & Surrounding Areas    
    

Email: leiheradj@bellnet.caEmail: leiheradj@bellnet.caEmail: leiheradj@bellnet.caEmail: leiheradj@bellnet.ca    

Harold Leiher, CIPHarold Leiher, CIPHarold Leiher, CIPHarold Leiher, CIP    

    

H R LEIHER H R LEIHER H R LEIHER H R LEIHER     

INSURANCE ADJUSTERS INC.INSURANCE ADJUSTERS INC.INSURANCE ADJUSTERS INC.INSURANCE ADJUSTERS INC.    

 

 

 

 

 

The OIAA is looking for an adjuster to fill the role of Chapter Delegate. 

 

If you are interested, please contact Lyn Dawson  @ 705-739-7700 x 238,  

you must be an insurance adjuster to fill the role. 
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Guiness World 

 Record 

 

What: Largest pie, 

pumpkin 

 

Who: New Bremen 

Giant Pumpkin 

Growers 

 

Where: United 

States 

 

When: 08 Oct 2005 

 

 

The largest pump-

kin pie weighed 

916.25 kg (2,020 lb) 

and measured 3.7 

m (12 ft 1 in) long. It 

was made by New 

Bremen Giant 

Pumpkin Growers in 

Ohio, USA on 8 Oc-

tober  2005. 
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IS YOUR CRAWL SPACE A CREEP SHOW 
 

The Crawl Space 

The crawl space is designed to give access to your home’s piping and utility systems, and to 

create an insulating gap between your house and the 

ground. Crawl space wall insulation is necessary in unvented spaces to help reduce airflow, 

prevent moisture and keep rodents from entering your home through the ground. There are 

many problems that could occur from continuing to allow water moisture to seep under or 

around your foundation. 

 

When You Have A Crawl Space..... 

...it can develop water problems, and moisture grows mold that can be toxic. It can also 

cause structural damage, which is very expensive to repair. The moisture and water that al-

lows mildew and mold to grow affects the home’s floor system and even the framework. 

The mold spores 

will eventually get into your home, and you and your family could breathe them in. This can 

lead to all kinds of health issues ranging from asthma, sinus allergies and respiratory infec-

tions. 

 

Cracks can develop in your crawlspace and spread to your foundation. The longer  water is 

allowed to sit inside the crawlspace walls or in the ground around your home, the more 

damage it will do. You may have to start replacing rotted floor joists, sub floors and actual 

flooring. If you do have water problems, anything stored there will be ruined. 

 

Dark & Damp Crawl Spaces.... 

...are the perfect habitat for snakes and all sorts of critters. If animals or other creepy crawl-

ers move into the crawl space, they can damage your house, create noise at all times of 

the day or night, cause odors, and even become aggressive while protecting their new 

shelter. 

 

No matter what the pest is, the answer is always the same: get rid of it. There are many ways 

you can go about getting rid of tiresome pests and that is determined by the type of pest 

that you have. 
 

 



 

Georgian Bay Chapter 

October 2012                                             Issue # 1    Page  15             

 

 

Find the Infestation 

No matter what kind of creature is in your crawl space, there are always clues left behind. Spi-

ders flock to areas of the home where they have enough privacy to build a nest. Raccoons 

and other critters look for a place where they can nest, eat and have babies. Mice are very 

similar but leave behind more mess. Look for droppings, gnawed holes in wood or the drywall 

and any signs of random trash or food. 

 

Prevention 

Look around the house and find cracks in your walls, foundation splits or holes in windows. 

Check around pipes that enter the home. Make sure to secure the crawl space to prevent fu-

ture occupancy. Prevent other animals from moving in by securing all entry points with wood, 

brick, screen, fence or mesh. Clean the space as well as possible. Pests love mess and are at-

tracted to any food lying around. 

 

Setting Traps & Pest Disposal 

If you have a spider problem you can use a vacuum to suck them up. Without a web or priva-

cy they will have no choice but to leave. Mice are a health hazard and should be dealt with 

as soon as possible. Bait your mousetraps with peanut butter and lay them along the walls on 

both sides. Wait a few days and check the traps. Dispose of the dead mice and continue the 

process. 

 

Pests like moles and skunks have a strong sense of smell. For these critters it is best to use red 

pepper spray around your foundation and inside the home. It is completely harmless but these 

animals hate it and will avoid it at all costs. Get rid of raccoons by adding ammonia to their 

nest. They will think they have company and flee. 

 

Prevention tactics are the cheapest, most 

practical and most long lasting solutions. By fol-

lowing these tips you can crack down on get-

ting rid of the pesky intruders in your crawl 

space, or ward them off before you have a 

problem. 

 

Submitted by Patti Martin,  

Rainbow International/Simcoe County 
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Hector Palma, B.Sc., CIP 

Branch Manager 

 

Matt Crisp, CIP 
 

Krystine Wolochatiuk 
 

74 Cedar Pointe 

Drive, Suite 1001 

Barrie, ON  L4N 5R7 

Telephone: (705) 728-8398 

Facsimile: (705) 734-0559 
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Insurance Pick-up Hockey – Please RSVP 
  
Starting Tuesday October 2nd  
  

Where: Oro-Medonte Community Arena – 71 Line 4 North just off Hwy 11 across from Drive In 

Theatre exit 

When: Every Tuesday at 4pm – 5pm (Starting October 2nd) 

Cost: $15 pp for each game 
  

Normal adult hockey rules will apply with these additional notes: 

No body contact 

Pick-up hockey, so no refs 

Teams will be chosen at the beginning of each game by choosing sticks thrown into 

centre ice 
  

How to reply: 

Trevor Walker 

R&F Construction Inc 

705-325-5746 office 

twalker@rfconstruction.com 
  

When replying, let Trevor know if you play goalie or out AND either way, how often you think 

you can make it out to each game. 
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® TM Trademarks of AIR MILES® International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Inc. and Winmar Franchise Corp. 

We are the only nationally exclusive 

promotional sponsor for the AIR 

MILES® Reward Program when 

providing Disaster and Restoration 

Services. 
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Holiday Safety 
 

The festive season 

Holidays are busy and joyous times, but holiday routines give rise to greater safety hazards 

than usual. Blazing fireplaces, a dry evergreen tree, faulty ornamental lights, unsafe sleep-

wear and candles left unattended can all pose fire hazards. Minimize the risk by following 

these safety tips: 

 

Candles 

• Never leave burning candles unattended. Keep them out of the reach of children and 

away from pets, tree decorations and wrapping paper. 

• Cut candle wicks short to prevent high flames. 

• If candles are used in a centerpiece, make sure they don’t burn low enough to ignite 

the decorations. 

• Use sturdy candle holders that won’t easily tip over. 

 

Holiday trees 

• When buying a real tree, make sure it’s fresh (you can tell if the needles are hard to pull 

off). Water the tree daily and store it in a cool, sheltered area until you bring it indoors for 

decorating. 

• Make sure the tree is well-secured in a sturdy stand. 

• Place the tree away from high traffic areas, doorways, heating vents, radiators, stoves, 

fireplaces and burning candles. 

• Keep metal, sharp or breakable tree ornaments with small removable parts away from 

young children. 

• Dispose of the tree as soon as the holidays are over, or as soon as the needles start to 

fall.  Dispose of it according to local regulations—most municipalities have tree recycling 

programs. 

 

Holiday lights 

• Only use lights that are CSA, ULC or cUL certified. 

• Use indoor lights inside and outdoor lights outside. 

• Check all light bulbs before you put them up. Replace broken or burned-out bulbs with 

those recommended by the manufacturer. 

• Check the light strings and extension cords you use, discarding any that are frayed or 

have exposed wires, loose connections or broken light sockets. Never run electrical 

cords through doorways or under carpets. 

• Don’t overload electrical outlets. Use more than one outlet if the wattage of your lights is 

more than the outlet can handle. 
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140 Silverdale Drive  

Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2J2 
 

 

     

  Email: acormier@cormieradjusting.com 
    

               Tel:  (705) 789-2332  

Fax: (705) 789-2766 

Res: (705) 789-2684 

1-800-461-8476 

• Turn off all holiday lights before you go to bed or leave your home. 

 

Fireplaces and wood stoves 

• Always use a secure and suitable screen in front of your fireplace, see the manufactur-

er’s recommendation. 

• Have the chimney cleaned and inspected annually. This is to help prevent chimney fires. 

Some chimneys may need more frequent cleaning depending on use. 

• Burn seasoned hardwood: it leaves less creosote in the chimney than other woods or ar-

tificial logs. 

• If using firelogs, follow the manufacturer’s instructions. Use only one log at a time. 

• Never burn wood that has been painted or chemically treated 

• Put any fire out before going to bed or leaving your home. 

• Make sure the chimney is drawing well so that wood smoke does not come into the 

room. 

• Keep children away from gas fireplaces. When in use, the glass doors can become hot 

and stay hot even after use, enough to cause serious burns. 

• Alarms save lives: make sure to have working Smoke alarms and Carbon Monoxide 

alarms in your home. 

 

Some provinces, territories and municipalities may have specific laws or regulations around 

the use of fireplaces and wood stoves. Make 

sure you know the rules in your area. 

 

The following article was taken from Healthy Ca-

nadians website and can be found at http://

www.healthycanadians.gc.ca/init/kids-enfants/

inj-prev-bless/holiday-fetes/index-eng.php 

 

Submitted by Kristin Dusome,  

Winmar Georgian Bay/Muskoka 
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