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Hope everyone had a great Easter, Passover and time off.  Yah, for long weekends. 

 

Great turn outs, it seems, are becoming a tradition at Georgian Bay Chapter.  And our Past 

Presidents Night was no exception.  It is always nice to see our past Presidents, to whom we owe 

so much.  We hope you enjoyed yourselves as much as we did having you among us.  It was also 

a privilege to have Geoff Sullivan, President - OIAA share in our evening. Thank you, Geoff.  

And it would not be complete without tribute to our vendor partnerships, who are out each and 

every night providing their endless support.  A great job and a big thanks to Sheri Turner who 

seems to effortlessly put this night together for all our collective enjoyment. 

 

To our new officers for the coming 2011 – 2012 year, welcome and again thank you for stepping 

up and giving back.  If not for your commitment and dedication, we wouldn’t be where we are 

today.  Let’s give all our officers the support they need to make Georgian Bay even better next 

year.   

 

Our June Wrap Up event this year will be over land!  Mystery Theatre will be providing an in-

teractive Dinner Theatre show this year, location and further details are contained in this news-

letter.  Come on out, be entertained first class, enjoy a great dinner and join in the celebration 

of another great year.  Hey, and it’s a Friday to boot!!  

 

Watch out for the Annual Golf Tournament announcement and information in this newsletter.  

Circle Friday August 12, 2011 on your calendar and get your foursomes and registration in.  This 

event does sell out fast each year. 

 

See you at dinner on June 10th. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Peter F Jablonszky,  CIP 

President, OIAA Georgian Bay Chapter 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE… 
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GOLFING INJURIOUS TO SOMEONE ELSE 
 

As it is once again that time of year when a few of us decide to pick up the clubs and go golfing, I de-

cided to explore what would happen if my slice or hook shot hit a vehicle injuring those inside of that 

vehicle or hits someone who lives on the course simply enjoying a beer in their backyard. 

 

For those of us who golf, at one time or another, we have all been there: a tee and fairway that paral-

lel a roadway, in which we have hit the golf ball down that roadway instead of the fairway. I know for 

a fact that the guys in my foursome have all cringed after I have driven a ball 200 km per hour that 

has decided to “turn over” into oncoming traffic. Usually there is a moment of silence in which we 

wait to hear a vehicle screeching to a halt and I am happy to say that has yet to happen.  

 

I must admit here that I have hit the odd house backing onto the course! 

 

Due to the increase in the popularity of golf and maybe due to the ever increasing litigious society 

that we live in, there have been cases in both the US and Canada where these questions are gaining 

some precedent. 

 

First, I would like to look at someone who lives on a golf course and what happens if you were to in-

jure them or break one of their windows. 

 

The law has decided that due to the decision of the homeowner and the subsequent social benefits 

that are accrued as a result of the further benefits of living in a country club atmosphere that those 

homeowners ought to have expected the occasional golf ball to come sailing on or through their 

property when they purchased it. In effect, the homeowner has assumed the risk of living on or adja-

cent to a golf course and therefore is responsible for whatever damages that may result from assum-

ing that risk. This all rests on, of course, that the golfer did not intentionally fire a shot at said home-

owner! 

 

Secondly, the golfer: did the golfer intend to hit the ball down the roadway? Could the golfer have 

reasonably warned the motorist of the errant tee shot? Should the golfer on the tee have had a re-

sponsibility to warn the oncoming motorists that they were about to drive a ball in the first place? 

And furthermore, that it could go out of bounds striking that motorist? 

 

A motorist who is travelling on a public highway has a right to travel on that highway without being 

worried about being struck by a golf ball. In other words, it is not up to the motorist to keep an eye 

out for an wayward tee shot. The motorist has to be considered completely blameless. Appeals in the 

US have been majority opinions that the motorist cannot sue the golfer. However, the minority who 
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has dissented in these opinions have held that the blameless motorist is not getting justice in these 

circumstances. 

 

These questions all raise the subject of foresee ability. Was it foreseeable that the golfer could have 

warned the motorist about the impending stray golf shot? Could the motorist have heard that warn-

ing should one have been given? The answers to both of these questions so far has been no. 

 

However, does that still absolve the golfer from damages especially when serious injuries may have 

been sustained?   

 

Well… the golfer is doing something that is legal – golfing – and is driving a golf ball which is also 

legal. The golfer’s intention is not to hit the golf ball down the roadway but down the fairway. Could 

the golfer have foreseen his shot hooking or slicing as he was hitting the ball? Usually I know when 

my ball is going to hook or slice after I have actually hit it. So the golfer, at the end of the day, can-

not be held negligent (yet) for this kind of scenario, as it was not intentional. 

 

Finally, the golf course owners may be held liable in these types of scenarios, if it can be proven that 

they have not taken adequate precautions or care to prevent injury or the design of the course is 

such that it makes it hazardous to the general 

public.  Does the golf course have adequate pro-

tection in place to protect the general public? Or 

is it designed in such a way that it makes it near 

impossible for the common golfer to keep their 

shots on the course? If it can be proven that the 

golf course owners did not take a reasonable duty 

of care, they can be held liable. 

 

In summary, when you are about to try to launch 

a 300 yard drive straight down the middle this 

year beside a busy highway, please be careful – 

who knows where it might all lead to should the 

ball decide not to cooperate! 

 

Submitted by Craig Ryther, 

Claridge Insurance Adjusters Inc. 
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PAST PRESIDENTS NIGHT 

Photo above 

Past Presidents in attendance at our 

May 5, 2011 event. 

 

 

Photo left 

Honouring our Past President,  

Loralee Rawn, Economical Insur-

ance. 
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Book now!  Book now!  Book now!  Book now!      

Seats are limited.  Seats are limited.  Seats are limited.  Seats are limited.  

This is a wrap up This is a wrap up This is a wrap up This is a wrap up 

you won’t forget!you won’t forget!you won’t forget!you won’t forget!    

OIAA JUNE WRAP UP PRESENTS... 

"Mystery Theatre "Mystery Theatre "Mystery Theatre "Mystery Theatre has been entertaining guests throughout southern Ontario 

since 1994.  Utilizing our interactive murder mysteries, our goal has been to pro-

vide first class entertainment while ensuring our guests have a great time."  
 

Dinner ThemeDinner ThemeDinner ThemeDinner Theme 

The guests have gathered for the wedding reception for Bambi and Ken, the absent bride and 

groom. The arrival of the obnoxious bridesmaid, Felicia Teaswell, sets off a series of events 

culminating in Mayhem and Murder. As the mystery unfolds, marital as well as financial in-

discretions are revealed.  Join this wacky wedding party for a rollicking good time! 

     
    Date:  Friday, June 17, 2011  
    Time:   6:00  - 7:00 Social  
                 7:00 Dinner & Theatre!  
 
    Location:  Liberty North  
                    100 Caplan Ave, Barrie  
 
    Cost:    $60.00 per person,  
      includes HST 

 

Please RSVP to Dorothy Pauzé, The Co-operators 
Phone: (705) 739-7700 ext 269 
dorothy_pauze@cooperators.ca 

Please RSVP by Friday June 3, 2011 

During Social Hour During Social Hour During Social Hour During Social Hour 

the mystery starts the mystery starts the mystery starts the mystery starts 

to unfold….don’t to unfold….don’t to unfold….don’t to unfold….don’t 

be late!be late!be late!be late!    

Dress is  

business casual 

Accept Visa, MC, 

Debit and Cash  
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As the year draws to a close, the OIAA is gearing up for our two final events of the year: The Out of Town 

in Windsor and the Annual OIAA Golf Tournament at Deer Creek. 

 

The Out of Town will be held on May 26th and May 27, 2011, at Caesar’s Casino in Windsor. This year’s 

theme will be Roman with the option of wearing togas for those who are of the adventurous persuasion! 

This year’s attendance promises to very good according to the Windsor Chapter reports. 

 

The Annual Golf Tournament at Deer Creek is sold out. Registration was via the OIAA website with pur-

chases of foursomes selling out in less than four hours. That means 400 golfers will be in attendance plus 

those coming for the dinner afterwards! Sponsorship sold out quickly so we will have something interest-

ing going on at every hole. This year’s event will be benefiting Big Brothers and Sisters, who will also be in 

attendance. Many, many thanks to those who support this event every year. 

 

Outgoing President Geoff Sullivan will be replaced by Brett Colville for the 2011-2012 term in our June 

meeting. Geoff had a challenging term as president this year with the introduction of the revamped web-

site. As well, coming in from Thunder Bay to attend the many Chapter events around the province was at 

times quite challenging. Thanks to Mr. Sullivan “Sully” for his great work this year. 

 

The incoming President, Brett Colville from Toronto, has been responsible this year for the new email 

marketing campaign which has proved to be a great success. Brett brings his many years of experience to 

the OIAA presidency which will be needed in the upcoming term with the ongoing changes and expansion 

of the OIAA website, online learning modules and membership drive. Once again my hat is off to those 

who volunteer so much of their time for the betterment of our industry. 

 

On a local note, our Past President’s Night and Elections were held once again this year at Sainte-Marie 

Restaurant in Midland on May 5, 2011. The event recognizes the contributions of our Past Presidents and 

their efforts and work to make our Chapter what it is today. The event was very well attended and a good 

time was had by all. 

 

On a final note, our local golf tournament will be held this year on August 12, 2011, at Bear Creek Golf 

Club. We are planning for 160 golfers so that we may use all 27 available holes at the golf course. The reg-

istration, sponsorship information and forms are available in the Newsletter. If you are interested in pur-

chasing a foursome or sponsoring a hole this year, please let me know as soon as you can – it would be 

greatly appreciated! 

 

Yours truly, Craig Ryther, Chapter Delegate 

craig@claridgeadjusters.com  

CHAPTER DELEGATES REPORT 
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IBC: THEY CHEAT, YOU PAY — INSURANCE FRAUD ON THE 

RISE IN ONTARIO, POTENTIAL CATALYSTS FOR TURNAROUND 

MAY START TO EMERGE 
 

March 23, 2011 - Toronto, ONToronto, ONToronto, ONToronto, ON - Insurance fraud is estimated to be a multi-million-dollar business in 

Ontario, contributing to the high cost of auto insurance in the province. As March is Fraud Preven-

tion Month, Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) urges consumers to take the time to learn how to 

identify insurance fraud and report suspicious activity. 

 

“When someone makes a false or exaggerated claim, honest consumers pay more than they should 

for insurance,” said Rick Dubin, IBC’s Vice-President, Investigative Services. 

 

Insurance fraud comes in many forms, and the perpetrators don’t always look like criminals. Some-

times it’s the work of organized groups or gangs that stage collisions or coordinate the shipping of 

stolen vehicles overseas. But insurance fraud can also involve normally law-abiding citizens who see 

a chance to make extra dollars by padding an otherwise legitimate claim. Insurance fraud can in-

clude these situations: 

• Knowingly lie on an insurance application. 

• Claim previous damage to a vehicle along with damage from a new collision. 

• Claim for injuries that don’t exist after a collision. 

• As a health care provider, submit claims for additional treatments after a person injured in an         

 auto accident has already recovered. 

• Make an injury claim for a collision that never happened. 

 

“Most people know it’s a crime to steal a car,” added Dubin. “But overuse and abuse of the system 

takes many forms, and this costs all policyholders in the form of increased premiums.” 

 

IBC focuses its investigative efforts on organized insurance crime rings, specifically rings involved in 

auto theft and/or filing fraudulent injury and accident benefits claims. IBC has also advocated for 

strict regulation to control the ownership and operation of medical clinics in Ontario supported by 

tougher criminal and civil penalties due to the increase of identity fraud and theft among other 

measures to address the underlying factors that contribute to the problem. 

 

TAKE THE TIME, REPORT THE CRIME. Visit www.ibc.ca or call 1-877-IBC-TIPS to submit a confi-

dential tip or to learn more about insurance fraud. 

 

Submitted by Trevor Walker, R&F Construction Inc. 



 

Georgian Bay Chapter 

May 2011                                              Issue # 8      Page  16             

 



 

Georgian Bay Chapter 

May 2011                                              Issue # 8      Page  17             

 

PAST PRESIDENTS NIGHT 
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Membership RenewalMembership RenewalMembership RenewalMembership Renewal    

Social membership re-

newals will be sent out 

soon.  Please keep an eye 

out and it is very im-

portant that it is re-

turned promptly to en-

sure you won’t be missed 

in the upcoming year. 
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REMINDERREMINDERREMINDERREMINDER    
    

Please note there will not be a Please note there will not be a Please note there will not be a Please note there will not be a 

newsletter for the months of June newsletter for the months of June newsletter for the months of June newsletter for the months of June 

and August. and August. and August. and August.     

    

    If you have an article, photos or If you have an article, photos or If you have an article, photos or If you have an article, photos or 

an idea for the newsletter,  it an idea for the newsletter,  it an idea for the newsletter,  it an idea for the newsletter,  it 

would be very much appreciated.  would be very much appreciated.  would be very much appreciated.  would be very much appreciated.      

    

Please send your information to Please send your information to Please send your information to Please send your information to     

kimgraveson@winmar.ca.kimgraveson@winmar.ca.kimgraveson@winmar.ca.kimgraveson@winmar.ca. 
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NOW AVAILABLE AT BOTH 

FRANCHISE LOCATIONS 
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27 holes at Bear Creek 

More opportunity to golf, 

Fewer hold ups for tournament. 

 

OIAA GEORGIAN BAY CHAPTER  

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION 

  Date:    Friday August 12, 2011 

 

  Location:   Bear Creek Golf Club 

     RR#1, Simcoe Road #56 

     Utopia, Ontario L0M 1T0 

     Tel: (705) 424-0241 

 

  Cost/Format:  $125.00 per golfer/4 person scramble 

     Includes 18 holes of golf, power cart, lunch, steak dinner & prizes 

 

  Dinner Only:  $35.00 per person 

 

  Schedule:  10:30 am—11:45 am, registration & lunch 

     12:00, shot gun start 

     5:00 pm—6:00 pm, cocktail hour 

     6:00 pm, dinner followed by prizes, 50/50 draws 

 

  Inquires &   Craig Ryther, Claridge Insurance Adjusters Inc. 

  Registration:  Tel: (705) 797-2095  · Fax: (705) 797-2085 

     Email: craig@claridgeadjusters.com 

     Registration deadline – August 2, 2011 
 

Registration FormRegistration FormRegistration FormRegistration Form    

    

Name of Individuals in foursome 1.  

     2. 

     3. 

     4. 

 

Company Name: 

 

Fax:             Tel:                    Email: 

 

Amount enclosed:          Bringing Prize:   Quantity: 
 

REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE REQUIRED TO SECURE GOLF SPOT.REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE REQUIRED TO SECURE GOLF SPOT.REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE REQUIRED TO SECURE GOLF SPOT.REGISTRATION FORM AND CHEQUE REQUIRED TO SECURE GOLF SPOT.    
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OIAA GEORGIAN BAY CHAPTER  

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  

HOLE SPONSORSHIP 

Hole Sponsorship CostHole Sponsorship CostHole Sponsorship CostHole Sponsorship Cost————$150.00$150.00$150.00$150.00    

    

Name of Company: __________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________ 

Fax Number: _____________________ 

Email: ________________________________ 

Name displayed on sign: _______________________________________________ 

Please remember hole sponsorship fills up quickly, payment must accompany registration to se-Please remember hole sponsorship fills up quickly, payment must accompany registration to se-Please remember hole sponsorship fills up quickly, payment must accompany registration to se-Please remember hole sponsorship fills up quickly, payment must accompany registration to se-

cure your hole.cure your hole.cure your hole.cure your hole.    

 Inquires & Registration:  Craig Ryther, Claridge Insurance Adjusters Inc. 

      Tel: (705) 797-2095 · Fax: (705)  797-2085 

      Email: craig@claridgeadjusters.com 

      Registration deadline – August 2, 2011 
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TORNADOES IN CANADA 
 

Tornadoes are relatively common in Canada, but only in specific regions: southern Alberta; Manito-

ba and Saskatchewan; southern Ontario; southern Quebec; the interior of British Columbia; and 

western New Brunswick. Tornado season extends from April to September with peak months in June 

and July, but they can occur at any time of year. 

Tornado facts Tornado facts Tornado facts Tornado facts     

• Canada gets more tornadoes than any other coun-

try with the exception of the United States. 

• Tornadoes are rotating columns of high winds.  

• Sometimes they move quickly (up to 70 km/hour) 

and leave a long, wide path of destruction. At other 

times the tornado is small, touching down here and 

there.  

• Large or small, they can uproot trees, flip cars and 

demolish houses.  

• Tornadoes usually hit in the afternoon and early 

evening, but they have been known to strike at 

night too. 

 

Warning signs of a potential tornadoWarning signs of a potential tornadoWarning signs of a potential tornadoWarning signs of a potential tornado    

Warning signs include: Warning signs include: Warning signs include: Warning signs include:     

• Severe thunderstorms, with frequent thunder and lightning  

• An extremely dark sky, sometimes highlighted by green or yellow clouds  

• A rumbling sound or a whistling sound.  

• A funnel cloud at the rear base of a thundercloud, often behind a curtain of heavy rain 

or hail. 

 
Canada's tornado warning system Canada's tornado warning system Canada's tornado warning system Canada's tornado warning system     

Environment Canada is responsible for warning the public when conditions exist that may produce 

tornadoes. It does this through radio, television, newspapers, its internet site, as well as through its 

weather phone lines. 

• If you live in one of Canada's high-risk areas, you should listen to your radio during 

severe thunderstorms.   

• If you hear that a tornado warning has been issued for your area, find shelter and fol-

low the instructions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An F5 tornado, June 22, 2007, 

in Elie, MB. Photo credit:  

Justin Hobson 
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What to do during a tornadoWhat to do during a tornadoWhat to do during a tornadoWhat to do during a tornado    

If you are in a houseIf you are in a houseIf you are in a houseIf you are in a house    

• Go to the basement or take shelter in a small interior ground floor room such as a bath-

room, closet or hallway.  

• If you have no basement, protect yourself by taking shelter under a heavy table or desk.  

• In all cases, stay away from windows, outside walls and doors.  

 

If you live on a farmIf you live on a farmIf you live on a farmIf you live on a farm    

• Livestock hear and sense impending tornadoes. If your family or home is at risk, the 

livestock will be a non-issue. If your personal safety is not an issue, you may only have 

time to open routes of escape for your livestock. Open the gate, if you must, and then 

exit the area in a tangent direction away from the expected path of the twister. 

 

If you are in an office or apartment buildingIf you are in an office or apartment buildingIf you are in an office or apartment buildingIf you are in an office or apartment building    

• Take shelter in an inner hallway or room, ideally in the basement or on the ground 

floor.  

• Do not use the elevator. 

• Stay away from windows.  

 

If you are in a gymnasium, church or auditoriumIf you are in a gymnasium, church or auditoriumIf you are in a gymnasium, church or auditoriumIf you are in a gymnasium, church or auditorium    

• Large buildings with wide-span roofs may collapse if a tornado hits. 

• If possible, find shelter in another building.  

• If you are in one of these buildings and cannot leave, take cover under a sturdy struc-

ture such as a table or desk. 

 

Avoid cars and mobile homes Avoid cars and mobile homes Avoid cars and mobile homes Avoid cars and mobile homes     

• More than half of all deaths from tornadoes happen in mobile homes.  

• Find shelter elsewhere, preferably in a building with a strong foundation. 

• If no shelter is available, lie down in a ditch away from the car or mobile home. Beware 

of flooding from downpours and be prepared to move. 

 

If you are driving If you are driving If you are driving If you are driving     

• If you spot a tornado in the distance go to the nearest solid shelter.  

• If the tornado is close, get out of your car and take cover in a low-lying area, such as a 

ditch.  
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In all casesIn all casesIn all casesIn all cases    

• Get as close to the ground as possible, protect your head and watch for flying debris.  

• Do not chase tornadoes – they are unpredictable and can change course abruptly.  

• A tornado is deceptive. It may appear to be standing still but is, in fact, moving toward 

you. 

 

Include this page in your emergency planInclude this page in your emergency planInclude this page in your emergency planInclude this page in your emergency plan    

If you live in a tornado zone, print this information and include copies in your emergency plan and 

emergency kit. 

 

For more information on how to be prepared and the emergency plan and emergency kits, please log 

onto www.GetPrepared.ca. 

Emergency Preparedness Week was May 1—7, 2011 
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74 Cedar Pointe Drive Suite 1001 
Barrie, ON  L4N 5R7 
Telephone: (705) 728-8398   
Facsimile: (705) 734-0559 

 

Hector Palma, B.Sc. 
Matthew Crisp 
Denisse Cumby, CIP 
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FUJITA SCALE 

RATING THE SEVERITY OF TORNADOES 
 

The Fujita scale is used to rate the severity of tornadoes as a measure of the damage they cause.  The 

scale was devised in 1951 by American meteorologist Tetsuya (Ted) Fujita.  It classifies tornadoes on 

the following scale. 

 

F0 light (winds of 64 - 116 km/hr; some damage to chimneys, TV antennas, roof shingles, trees, 

signs, and windows), accounts for about 28% of all tornadoes.  

 

F1 moderate (winds of 117 -180 km/hr; automobiles overturned, carports destroyed, and trees up-

rooted), accounts for about 39% of all tornadoes.  

 

F2 considerable (winds of 181 -252 km/hr; roofs blown off homes, sheds and outbuildings demol-

ished, and mobile homes overturned), accounts for about 24% of all tornadoes.  

 

F3 severe (winds of 253 -330 km/hr; exterior walls and roofs blown off homes, metal buildings col-

lapsed or severely damaged, and forests and farmland flattened), accounts for about 6% of all torna-

does.  

 

F4 devastating (winds of 331 - 417 km/hr; few walls, if any, left standing in well-built homes; large 

steel and concrete objects thrown great distances), accounts for about 2% of all tornadoes.  

 

F5 incredible (winds of  418 -509 km/hr; strong frame houses lifted off foundations and carried con-

siderable distances; automobile sized objects fly through the air in excess of 100 metres; trees de-

barked; steel reinforced concrete structures badly damaged), accounts for about 0.1% of all torna-

does.  Until the June 2007 Elie tornado, no F5 had been officially recorded in Canada.  Regardless, 

F5 tornadoes are possible in parts of Canada every summer. 

 

An enhanced Fujita scale (EF scale) that contains additional damage guidelines and some modifica-

tions to wind speed was developed by the United States and is now used in that country.  Both F and 

EF scales are essentially similar in terms of tornado damage ratings.  A tornado rated F5 on the Fu-

jita scale would maintain an EF5 rating on the enhanced Fujita scale.   

 

For more information please go to www.GetPrepared.ca. 
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PRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENT    

Loralee RawnLoralee RawnLoralee RawnLoralee Rawn            (705) 646-9758    

Economical Insurance  loralee.rawn@teig.com 

     

SECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARYSECRETARY                

Lynn DawsonLynn DawsonLynn DawsonLynn Dawson            (705) 739-7700 

The Co-operators  Insurance lynn_dawson@cooperators.ca 

    

DIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORS            

Rob AhiersRob AhiersRob AhiersRob Ahiers            (705) 733-4005 

SCM Claims Pro   rob.ahiers@scm.ca 

 

Carole CrawfordCarole CrawfordCarole CrawfordCarole Crawford   (705) 739-7700 

The Co-operators Insurance           carole_crawford@cooperators.ca 

 

Matt CrispMatt CrispMatt CrispMatt Crisp            (705) 728-8398 

Cunningham Lindsey  MCrisp@cl-na.com 

 

Greg DoerrGreg DoerrGreg DoerrGreg Doerr   (705) 725-1810 

McLarens Canada  greg.doerr@mclarens.ca 

 

    

    

CHAPTER  DELEGATECHAPTER  DELEGATECHAPTER  DELEGATECHAPTER  DELEGATE  

Craig RytherCraig RytherCraig RytherCraig Ryther            (705) 797-2095    

Claridge Insurance Adjusters Inc. craig@claridgeadjusters.com 

VICE PRESIDENTVICE PRESIDENTVICE PRESIDENTVICE PRESIDENT   

Adam CormierAdam CormierAdam CormierAdam Cormier            (705) 224-8390 

Cormier Adjusting Limited        adamcormier@cormieradjusting.com 
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Harold LeiherHarold LeiherHarold LeiherHarold Leiher     (705) 733-0826  

HR Leiher Insurance Adjusters Inc.  leiheradj@bellnet.ca  

 

DIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORS    

Michele MacTavishMichele MacTavishMichele MacTavishMichele MacTavish        (705) 739-7700 
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TEXTING & TALKING WHILE DRIVING –  

IT HAS TO BE UNACCEPTABLE 

Webster's dictionary defines the term acronym as – “a word formed from the initial letter or letters 

of each of the successive parts or major parts of a compound term; abbreviation” formed from initial 

letters. 

 

LOLLOLLOLLOL-Laugh Out Loud * BRB BRB BRB BRB – Be Right Back * ROTFLROTFLROTFLROTFL – Roll On The Floor Laughing 

 

The acronyms for texting have become in their own right a cult following, there are hundreds of acro-

nyms for just about every situation in life.  Texting has become more of an open concept of commu-

nication than even a simple verbal conversation. 

 

It seems like everyone has a Blackberry, iPhone, or some other smart phone with a qwerty keyboard.  

It's no wonder it has gained such widespread popularity.  Technology has  provided users with on de-

mand information, immediate communication and access to the world wide web.  Whether it is for 

work, personal or family members everyone is taking that ride on that new wave of technology. 

Teens aren't the only ones texting. Adults are guilty of checking their email, tweeting, and setting ap-

pointments on their Blackberry or iPhone's calendars. Now, texting constantly while in the presence 

of other people is no longer considered rude and annoying but even dangerous. Texting can kill. Tex-

ting while driving is leading to more and more automobile accidents. In fact, a recent study has 

shown that texting while driving is actually more dangerous than driving while you are drunk. 

 

These actions have resulted in dangerous and reckless driving behaviour. Here are some statistics as 

to why texting is so dangerous: 

 

• When a driver texts while driving, his reaction time will decrease by 35% 

• When texting, steering capability goes down by a tremendous amount; 91%. 

• A driver is twenty three times more likely to get into a car accident while driving and texting. 

 

This recklessness has caused numerous car accidents and 

death related incidents in all ages old enough to drive. This 

also in turn will have a dramatic affect on our insurance 

rates.  The largest texting demographic used to be 16-20 but 

that too has changed and their seems to be no age limit. 

This wreckless and dangerous action is dangerous to every-

one else on the road pedestrian and driver alike. This negli-
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gence may cause you or your loved ones to be injured or killed on the road.  

    

SolutionsSolutionsSolutionsSolutions    
    

1.  Legally 1.  Legally 1.  Legally 1.  Legally -The government is doing their part        ----    Bill 118 Bill 118 Bill 118 Bill 118 ----    Ontario Bans Hand Held Devices    ----    Talking 

or texting while driving has been added to the traffic offenses that our Ontario police officers will be 

allowed to charge for.  You can face a fine for a first time offense of $150 - $500 including demerit 

points. 

 

2.  Common Sense & Safety2.  Common Sense & Safety2.  Common Sense & Safety2.  Common Sense & Safety – Sometimes the easiest solutions are right on front of us: 

 

a.  All phones come with hands free devices – USE THEMUSE THEMUSE THEMUSE THEM 

b. Take that few minutes, PULL OVERPULL OVERPULL OVERPULL OVER 

c. If the phone is ringing and you don’t have hands free, LET IT RING… If the phone is ringing and you don’t have hands free, LET IT RING… If the phone is ringing and you don’t have hands free, LET IT RING… If the phone is ringing and you don’t have hands free, LET IT RING… 

Throw the phone in the back seat if you don't have willpower. 

d. Monkey see, monkey do. Monkey see, monkey do. Monkey see, monkey do. Monkey see, monkey do. Admit it, parents, how many times have you 

texted while driving or held a cell phone at the wheel despite hands-free 

laws? In our 24/7 society, it's really hard to resist the impulse to answer the 

phone as soon as it rings. But remember: Your kids are watching and will 

ultimately copy your behavior. 

e. People will adapt People will adapt People will adapt People will adapt – If we pass along that friendly reminder when you see 

someone texting/talking it will bring this issue to light. 

 

3.  PUBLIC AWARENESS3.  PUBLIC AWARENESS3.  PUBLIC AWARENESS3.  PUBLIC AWARENESS - A local police station in Gwent, Wales has made a video that plays like a 

movie car crash, it's now an Internet sensation that's been viewed more than a million times on 

YouTube. The movie shows a teen texting on her cell phone while driving with two other girls. Her 

car veers out of its lane and collides head-on with another car, which violently forces both cars off the 

road. The girls look at each other with bloodied faces -- thinking they survived -- only to be hit by a 

third car, resulting in apparent deaths. Dramatic action aside, texting or talking while driving has be-

come a behavior that needs some non-negotiable rules.  

 

4.  JAIL4.  JAIL4.  JAIL4.  JAIL    ––––    Being charged with Criminal negligence causing    death is an unfortunate but instant RE-death is an unfortunate but instant RE-death is an unfortunate but instant RE-death is an unfortunate but instant RE-

ALITY CHECK.  Spending 5ALITY CHECK.  Spending 5ALITY CHECK.  Spending 5ALITY CHECK.  Spending 5----10 years in prison will defin10 years in prison will defin10 years in prison will defin10 years in prison will definitely stop you from texting driving.y stop you from texting driving.y stop you from texting driving.y stop you from texting driving.    
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In Short, While technology is wonderful, there are always those who misuse them and create danger-

ous, and often fatal mistakes while doing so.  Increasing public awareness will create peer pressure 

that hopefully brings to light the severity of Texting & Talking while driving and save lives because of 

it in the future.   It only takes a couple of seconds for an accident to happen…and remember this can 

not only change YOURYOURYOURYOUR life BUTBUTBUTBUT the LIVES OF MANYLIVES OF MANYLIVES OF MANYLIVES OF MANY…. and somehow the word “sorrysorrysorrysorry” does 

bring much comfort. 

 

Submitted by Peter Carver, Paul’s Restorations 
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